





Cease and desist orders (CDOs) are adopted by the Water Board pursuant to California
Water Code sections 13301 and 13303. CDOs may be issued to dischargers violating or
threatening to violate WDRs or prohibitions prescribed by the Water Board or the State
Water Board. CDOs are often issued to dischargers with chronic non-compliance problems.
These problems are rarely amenable to a short-term solution. Often, compliance involves
extensive capital improvements or operational changes. The CDO will usually contain a
compliance schedule, including interim deadlines, interim effluent limits and a final
compliance date. CDOs may also include restrictions on additional service connections to
community sewer systems and combined stormwater/sewer systems.

Additional information on violations, enforcement actions, and mandatory minimum penalties is available to the
public from the following on-line sources:

State Water Board Office of Enforcement webpage:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water issues/programs/enforcement/

California Integrated Water Quality System (CIWQS):
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water issues/programs/ciwgs/publicreports.shtml

State Water Board GeoTracker database:
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/
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